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and progress of his quarrel with the Eastern patriarch, and took occasion
to refute, for the benejfit of the faithful, the argument that the transference
of empire to Constantinople involved the transference of the privileges of
the Roman Church, It is noteworthy that such a letter contains no
allusion either to the Donation of Constantine or to the spurious
authorities which were already current iu those regions; nor does it make
any reference to that new Empire which the Papacy had brought into
being. It relies solely upon the tradition derived from Peter, the con-
sistent maintenance of the faith by his successors, and the permanence of
his see as the transmitter of its institutions and doctrine to all younger
Churches, of which the relations of Nicholas with the Bulgarian Church
were a recent example. The influence which Nicholas exercised in the
West was due to his single-minded advocacy of the purely spiritual
foundation of his claims to obedience; the extreme form which they took
was fearlessly urged without the intrusion of political considerations, and
in his correspondence with kings, with Charles the Bald and the erring
Lothar as with the Emperor Michael, his voice was that of the father in
God, charged with the authority to exhort and rebuke without respect
of persons.

The view which Nicholas I held of his office remained firm amid the
vicissitudes through which the apostolic see passed during the next two
centuries. Political causes contributed to maintain it, for it was to the
advantage of the Saxon and Franconian Emperors to uphold the dignity
of the spiritual monarch from whom they received their temporal crown.
The reforming energy of the German kings placed the Papacy in a
position which eventually enabled it to defy their successors and oppose
the solid fact of the head of the Church, with his see in the old capital
of the wrorld, to the shadowy claims of the temporal monarch who was
no longer necessary to its defence. The accession of Leo IX in 1048
marks the point at which the Papacy entered into the full and un-
interrupted exercise of its dominion. It was a German bishop, the
nominee of a German Emperor, his kinsman, who brought to the Papacy
methods of administration learned in the imperial service, and so gave it
the efficiency which it needed to carry out the task of ecclesiastical
reform. The theories which had been enunciated clearly by Nicholas I
were brought fully into practice: the Pope, exercising the universal cure
of souls, was the supreme ordinary of the Church, whose duty it was to
ordain, rule, and correct universally the churches subject to his apostolate.
At the synod of Mayence in 1049, Leo declared that Christ, in raising him
to the dignity of the apostolic see, had granted him, as head of the
Christian body, the power to remove the defects and scandals of the
Church by decrees promulgated in such assemblies. The supremacy of
Rome was treated as an obvious fact which required no proof, even in
distant parts of the Church. Thus the archbishop of Carthage was called
the first archbishop and chief metropolitan of Africa after the Roman
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